PEIIEH3UA
Ha MPEJICTABEHUTE TPYIOBE 3a y4acTHe B KOHKYPC 3a aKaJeMuyHaTa
mrbxkHocT JJOLIEHT, o6sien ot FO3Y ,,Heodut Punicku™ B /IB., Op.
63/01.08.2025 .

Penensenrt: nou. n-p Maiis Bacuiea, Jlenmaprament
,,Cpen3eMHOMOPCKH M M3TOYHU uscienanus’, HBY, Codus
Kangunar: ri. ac. n-p Anexcauasp [loprancku, kareapa ,,Mcropus®,

K03V ,,Heodur Puncku®, biaroesrpan

H-p Anekcanabp [lopTasicku e moOpe Mmo3HAT Ha KOJETHATa, KOSATO Ce
3aHMMaBa CbC CTapa UCTOpUs — Ha ObArapckara, a U Ha rojiiMa 4acT OT
MeXayHapoaHata. Tol e cpel MaJIKOTO OBJIrapCKu UCTOPUITH, KOUTO PabOTST O
mpoOJeMuTe Ha JpeBHa AHATONMA W HE BEAHBXK € TNPEICTaBsUI CBOUTE
U3CIeBaHUS Ha MEXKIYHAPOAHHU (POPyMHU.

Bcuuku mpencraBeHuW TPyIOBE — CTAaTUM, JOKJIQId U MyOJIUMKyBaH
XaOWJIMTAllMOHEH TPYJ-MOHOTpadus, ca MO TeMara Ha KOHKYypcCa, pPa3uCKBaT
BaYKHU BBIIPOCH M Morart Ja obaar penensupanu. llle 3anouna ¢ monorpadusita,
THHU KaToO TSI ChIbPKA OCHOBHUTE MPUHOCH HA aBTOPA.

XabunuraunoHHusaT Tpyd Ha A. Iloprancku ,bankano-anaTonuiickara
obmHoct B apeBHoctra’, M3a. [IpoBuac, Codus 2025, ISBN 978-619-92562-7-
5 mpeacTaBiisiBa OCMUCISIHE Ha HOBO, MHOTO MO-BUCOKO HHMBO Ha JOCTUTHATOTO
OT HEro B MPEIUUIHUTE MYy IUpeHus. Makap TOil CKpOMHO Ja ce OTKa3Ba OT
ONPENECICHUETO ,,CUHTE3, MHUCIA, Y€ TOYHO TOBAa IIPaBM B HACTOAIIATa
mMoHorpadusi. CHHTE3 Ha TO-BMCOKO HMBO Ha JIOCTUTHATOTO BBHOOIIE B cTapara
HCTOpUS WK — B cTaparta uctopus Ha M3tounoro Cpenuzemuomopue. OT 1ms1aTa
paboTa JbpXa OTpOMHA CpYIAUIUS W yMEHHE 3a apryMEHTHpaHa 3aluTa Ha

MpCaACTABCHUTC TC3U.



Ome B mnpearoBopa, B KOWTO aBTOPBT M3ACHSIBA MOTHBALMATA,
METOJOJIOTUAATA U E€TAIlUTEe, NMPE3 KOUTO MPEMHUHABA U3CJIEIBAHETO, TOW IPaBH
Iperjea Ha TeOpeTUYHaTa JIMTepaTypa B 00JIacTTa Ha UCTOPHUS Ha KyJaTypaTa U
TE3UTE, KOUTO I1I€ OCIIOPH WUJIU HAATPaIH.

[IspBa rnaBa ,,.B ThpceHe Ha oOmHOCTTA® € H3LAJIO NOCBETEHA Ha
000CHOBaBaHETO Ha TEPMHUHA, BBBEAEH OT HEro — bankaHo-aHaToJMICKa
obmHocT. HanpaBen e 3a1bs1004€H aHAIU3 HA J0Cera W3MoJ3BaHUTE TEPMUHU B
Obarapckarta ucropuorpadusa. He cbM yena mo-go0po BHHMKBaHE B MuxeHcka
Tpakus u Opguuecka Tpakus U apryMeHTaIUs 3a H3IMOJ3BAHETO UM CIEJ
pabotutre Ha TexHUA cb3aaren Anekcanasp @Pon. B moBeuero ciyuyau
ClIeIBAIIUTE TMOKOJEHUS M3CIEAOBATEeNId KPUTHUKYBAT TE3UM O3HAUEHUS WIH
U3LSJI0 T UTHOPHUPAT, MOpaau Hepa3OupaHe U 3apajd HE0OXOAMMOCTTa OT IO-
TOJISIMO MHTEJIEKTYaJIHO YCUJIUE.

IToprancku wu3bupa camo gymara ,,000THOCT, O€3 JONBJIHUTCIHU
NOSICHEHHSI M CMUCJIOBM HaroBapBaHusi. Ho T € ucTopuuecka, 3amoTo ce
MPOCJEASABA B ONPEACIIEH XPOHOJOTUYECKU Nepuoa — oT KbM Kpas Ha Il wim
HavyasioTo Ha IV xuin. mp. Xp. 10 paHHOTO XPUCTUSHCTBO, U T€OrpadCKu — HA
bankanute u B Anartonusg. ChIIHOCTTA, ChAbPKAHUETO, KOETO HU3MBJIBA Ta3U
0OILIHOCT, ce omnpe/es OT UKOHOMUKATA, BIpaTa U KyJITOBUTE MECTA.

B koHCcniekTHBEeH BapuaHT TykK llopTasicku npencraBst HAEUTE CH, KOUTO 1€
pasrspHe B Tpera riiaBa, 32 MKOHOMHKATa U CHKUTEJICTBOTO HA Pa3IUYHUTE
IbpKaBHU/BIACTOBU YCTpoHCTBa B oOmHOCTTa. OTHOBO B TpaaunusTa Ha
Anexkcannbp ®oi 3a GUIO0COOCKOTO OCMUCISIHE HA UCTOPUYECKUS MPOIEC, 3a
cTaBaHETO Ha ucropusTa, A. [lopraiicku Bp3npuema uaesta Ha Kapn SAcnepc 3a
OceBoTO BpeMe, B KOETO Ce€ pas3mnoJiaraT BbPXOBUTE JOCTHKEHHs Ha bankaHo-

aHaToJMicKaTa OOITHOCT, YUUTO pe3yaTaTu ca BuaAHU U aHec (T.e. 800 — 200 r.

p. Xp.).



B kpas Ha Tasu rnaBa aBTOPHT OOOCHOBaBa M NMPHEMAHETO HA METOA
CIMpajHa PETPOCHEKIMS, KOSITO My JaBa Bb3MOYKHOCT J1a MPABU MApPAJEIU B
reorpadckusi 00XxBaT Ha OOIIHOCTTA, HO TPE3 MO-KHCHU MEPUOJIH, 32 KOUTO UMa
1oBeue CBeICeHUA. M TOM I'm mpaBU aKTUBHO B CJICIBALMTE IJaBU, HAU-BEYE 1O
OTHOIIICHUE HA TPUPOJTHUTE YCIOBUS HA OOLIHOCTTA, AEMOTPAPCKUTE MPOLIECH U
THPrOBCKUTE MbTUIIA.

Bropara rinaBa € nocBeTeHa Ha IPUPOJHUTE YCIOBUS, B KOUTO CE Pa3BUBA
bankano-anaronuiickara obmHuoct. Ciea nperie] Ha aHTUYHUTE MPEACTaBU 3a
KJIMMAT U KJIUMaTU4YHU 30HU, [lopTancku mpocnensBa U u3cleIBaHUATA B IO-
HOBO BpEMe, 3a Ja YCTaHOBH, ye bankano-anaTonuiickaTa oOIUIHOCT c€ HAMHPA B
OJIaronmpusiTEH KJIMMaT U MHOTO JOOpHU YCIIOBHS 32 OTIVICK/IaHE HA PACTUTEIIHU
KYJATYpH U JOMAIIHU )KUBOTHU. 110 mog00€H HAUMH M3TJIEKIAT U CBEJCHUITA 32
neMorpadckara CTPYKTypa U U3BMEHEHHUs B OOIIHOCTTAa — HIMa KaTacTpodaiHu
IIPOMEHH, C KOUTO OOIIHOCTTA J1a HE MOXKE J]a C€ CIIPABU. 3aBUHO € MO3HABAHETO
OT aBTOpa Ha ChBPEMEHHATA JIUTEepaTypa IO MpoOJeMHU, KOUTO ca Aajieye OT
HCTOPUSTA U apXEOJIOTHSATA.

Tperara rnaBa Ha MoHorpadwusra, ,,JikoHomudeckara 6a3a Ha bamkaHo-
aHaTOJIMICKaTa OOIIHOCT®, MPEe/ICTaBIIsIBA LICHTHPHT HA U3CIICIBAHETO U, CIIOPE]
MEH, Hall-PUHOCHUTE O0O0OIIEHUS HA aBTOpa, KOUTO CE€ OTHACAT O cTapara
uctopus BboOIIe. Toil ce BIUMCBa B ChbBpPEMEHHATa JUCKYCHS 3a Xapakrepa M
0COOEHOCTUTE Ha E€NMHCKHUA moiuc. B camara I'bpuus ce BWXKIAT pa3ivKd B
MOJIUTUYECKUTE (POPMHU, TPAAUIMOHHO CBBP3BAHHM C APUCTOTEIOBOTO
pasrpanudenue noauc/emue. Ho m3rnexna HroaHcute ca noseue. [lopTaiicku
NOCTYJIMPA OUKOCHM KAaTO OCHOBEH €JIEMEHT B MKOHOMHKATa Ha OOIIHOCTTA W
KOWTO W3Tiexaa qo0pe ce BMHCBA W B IOJIMCHATA CUCTEMA, W B €THOCHUTE
IbpxkaBu. IMEHHO U3YEpIIBAaHETO HA KaNalUTETA HA OMKOCA BOJAM JI0 HAyCKAHE
Ha TPaXJaHUTE W BIIM3aHETO HAa IOJMCA B €THOCHA CpelJa — CBIIHOCTTA Ha

KOJIOHU3alysTa.



OnpeneneH NMpUHOC aBTOPHT MMA W MPHU PA3riICKAAHETO HAa PAHHOTO
MOHETOCEUYEHE, ChIIO TNOsBWIO ce B bankaHo-aHartonuiickata OOIIHOCT.
EnekTpoHOBHTE MOHETH CE€ OKa3BaT YMUIJIEHO Ch3/1aJICHU OT Ta3H CILIAB, TOKATO
3IIaTHUTE U CPEOBPHUTE MOHETHU MPEIoiaraT I[apCKU/BIACTOBA KOHTPOJ BBPXY
TETJ0TO M YKWCTOTaTa HAa METaja, NpPU ITIbPBOHAYAJIHO MNPEANOYMTAHHE Ha
cpeObpHuTe MOHETH. [losiBaTa Ha MOHETUTE YCKOpsIBa MHOTOKPaTHO
ucropuyeckus npoiec B bankano-anaronuiickata odmHocT. B monucHara cpena
ce Ch3/laBa nazapbT OT CBOOOAHU MPOU3BOIUTENN U THPTOBIIH.

YerBbpTara riaea, ,,A30y4dHara mucMeHocT — apyr enomeH Ha bankano-
aHaToJIMKcKaTa OOIIHOCT®, C€ 3aHMMaBa C JAPYro U300pETEHHUE, CIYYUIIO CE B
0OIIIHOCTTA — MMOsABaTa Ha a30yKUTE — HE CaMo Ha IpblikaTa. Moxe Jia ce Kaxe, 4e
[ xun. mp. Xp. € BpeMeTo Ha a30y4yHUTE MIUCMEHOCTH, KOUTO CHINO YCKOPSBAT U
J€MOKpaTU3upar npoieca. Bcuuky Te mpousnu3aTr oT MpOTO-CUHAMCKaTa, KaTo
dpuruiickata BEposITHO € €IHOBPEMEHHA ¢ rpblkaTa. KomoHuzanusra qoBexia
10 Ch3JaBAHETO HA THPrOBCKO KOMHE M Hallara TPBLKHUS €3UK 32 HYXIUTE Ha
THPrOBHUSITA, & BIOCJIEACTBUE U HA TUILUIOMALMATA, HAyKaTa U T.H.

[Terata rmaBa ,,Bsipata B bankano-anaTonuiickata OOIIHOCT € BTOpara
Hal-IPUHOCHA TJIaBa Ha MOHOTpadusita. [IspBaTa yacT Ha TO3U TEKCT aHATU3UPA
npejicTaBara 3a Bapara B oOuHoctTa. HabmonaBanara Bsipa B Tpakus e onucana
OT ,, APy, OT IUTEepaTypHUTE €NMHU. Ho 3a pa3ivka OT eTMHCKUTE MPEACTAaBU
3a BSIpBaHMATA HA APYTHM HAPOJHU, 32 KOUTO Ca U3TPAJCHU TJIAaBHO JIUTEPATypHU
KOHCTPYKTH, TPaKUTE C€ MPEBPHINAT B ,,B Onu3kus npyr. [loprancku odepraBa
TUIOJOTUYECKU COLMATHO-TIOJIUTHYECKN Mapajea MEXIY EJIMHCKHS TOJIHC U
TPAKUKWCKATE MHOTO JbpP)KAaBU. [paKWTE ,,Bb3MPOU3BEKIAT €AUH U ChII THUI
COITMO-KYNTYPHO kuBeeHe , koeto A. o Ou Hapekba ,,naiaeiia. 1 Tyk ciensa
aprYMEHTUPAHOTO TO30BaBaHE HA TPAKUUCKUS OpPU3bM, KOUTO MOXKE Aa ce
U3BJICYE OT €JIMHCKUTE U3BOPU, UMEHHO 3apav TO3U MapAIECIU3bM, CTPYSIL OIIE

oT MukeHcKa TpaKI/Iﬂ U OT KOWUTO IMpOn3THN4a 000CHOBaBaHETO Ha MMpCTCHIUATA



3a Bnact. OpurnHaina unes Ha [lopTancku, ¢ KOSATO HIKOU CUTYPHO HsIMa Jia ce
CBIJIACIT, € CTAaHOBHUIIETO, Y€ ,,Tpaku € “terminus technicus”, kKoWTO omucBa
pa3TUYHUTE €THOCH, CPeJl KOUTO MpeOuBaBaT €IUHUTE, 332 1a 0(hOpMST 3aeTHO
bankano-anaronuiickara oommnoct . Criopes aBTopa ,,HApOJIHOCTHOTO HHUBO Ha
BsIpaTa‘“ € OCHOBara 3a ,,001110TO B OOIIHOCTTA®.

Bropara wacT Ha Ta3u riaBa € CBbp3aHa C KYJTOBUTE MECTa Karo A.
[Toprancku Haarpaxaa Beue yTBbpAeHaTa Ujies 3a monocu Ha Bsiparta. Tonocure
Ha BsipaTa ca Mecrara Ha TeodaHusTa (OoromosiBata) U T€ C€ CaKpaIu3Upar HE
caMo C pUTyaJia, HO U B OIpEJeIeHa OKOIHA Cpea U OT PUPOAHUTE AAJECHOCTH.
Te ca cxonnu B bankano-anaronuiickata OOIIHOCT, KOETO OMpPEENs B roysiMa
CTENEH M CXOJICTBaTa BbBB BspaTa. ABTOPHT MHOTO CIOJYYJIMBO H3IOJI3BA
TepMuHa Ha Mumen ®yko ,,XxeTepoTonus — ,,pEATHUTE MECTa, B KOUTO C€
pasurpaBaT YTOIUUTE HA OOIIECTBOTO® ChC ChOTBeTHUTE 00penu. Kem 9 — § B.
np. Xp. HOJUCHOTO MUCJIEHE 3all04YBa Jja CBbP3Ba CAKPATHUTE KYJITOBU MECTA C
apxuTekTypa. bux kazana — HOpM M NO-KbCHO — TOraBa ca CcaMO IIbPBHUTE
M30JIUPAHU OTUTH.

Pascexnenusara BbpXy apUCTOKpAaTU4YHUA emoc OT MukeHcka ['sprus
HacaMm, KOWTO ce HaOimogaBa mo-abiaro B Tpakus W B AHATOnusA, JaBa
Bb3MOKHOCT Ha [lopTajicku MHOro CHoaywinBO Ja OOOCHOBE TEOPETUYHO
MosiBaTa Ha rOJIEMUTE HAJATPOOHU MOTUIIM C TPOOHUIM B TOBA MPOCTPAHCTBO B
OTpe/ieSieH UCTOpUUeCKHu repuojl. MHaue, HacCUMaHW MOTWJIM HaJl rpoOOBEe MMa
oimle OT OpoH30Bara emnoxa (He Manka aurpecusi Ha aBTopa). OTHOBO ce
IPUBEKIAT U HKOHOMUYECKUTE apIyMEHTH, KOUTO CTOSAT 3aJ Bb3MOXHOCTUTE 32
TaKuBa TpaHAMO3HU ChopbkeHus. Cropen A. Iloprasicku, KynTOBHTE MecTa
pPAOKO C€ MECTAT, a UCTOPUYECKUTE My TMpEnparkd JOCTUTaT Ji0
CpenHOBEKOBHETO.

[Tocnennara wact Ha Ilera rmaBa € w3nsI0 mpuUHOCHA. Td pasriexna

HSKOJIKO TIpUMepa, T.e. case studies. Kput e ocessH ¢ nemepHu U MIaHUHCKH



ceetwinia. [lopranicku e u3bpan JBe Majako MO3HATH NEIIEPHU CBETHIIMIIA —
MenuaoHu — CBETWIMILE OT MPEenIBOpLUOBUS mnepuod, u MneoH AHIpoH B
6mu3ocT 10 cenuiie/Buna cbiiectByBanio Mexay 1600 u 1400 r. mp. Xp. Tesu
paHHM CBETHJIMIIA 1aBaT OCHOBAHHE /1a CE CPABHAT ¢ MoA00HU B Tpakusi, 0cOOEHO
C BHUCOKOIUIAHMHCKH KYJITOBH MecTa, Hamnpumep B IlupuH, Kbaero npeau
JECETUIICTHs HUKOM HE € IPEANoJIaraji TAXHOTO ChllecTByBaHe. [IpuBenenu ca u
JOpYTY IPUMEPU OT KPUTCKU IUIAHUHCKU CBETUJIMIIA, 32 J1a IOCTUTHE aBTOPBT 10
u3Boaa, de ,,KpuT naBa Ha4yaJoOTO HAa MHOrO KyJITYpHHM peasiud B baikaHo-
aHaronuiickata oOmHocT . C TeyeHHWe Ha BpPEMETO IICHIEPUTE M
TUTAHUHCKUTE/CKAIHUTE CBETHJIMINA CE CJIMBAT, a MEIIEPUTE YeCTO ca MSCTO Ha
OpAaKYJIH.

Tperuar npumep ca newmepure kpal Xepakines [loHTHICKa, KbIETO
AHTUYHUTE aBTOPU IOCTaBAT BXOJA KbM IOA3EMHOTO LApPCTBO. IIpumHOCHO €
ChOTHACSHETO HA TAXHOTO ONMCaHueE ¢ HanucaHoTo oT KBuHT oT CMupHA, aBTOp
OT KbCHUA 4 B., KOUTO BEPOSTHO € MOCETU ,,BX0Aa“ KbM CBETA HA MBPTBUTE U
OIMCAaHMUETO MY ITOKa3Ba IEVCTBHE HA CBETUIIMILETO A0 KbCHO BpeMe. [IpnHocHa
e u xunore3arta Ha A. [loprancku, 4e HAMEPEHUTE MHOKECTBO TEXKECTH 34 CTaH B
NEHIEPHUTE CBETUJIMIIA Ca CBUJETEICTBO 332 HAJIMYME HA CTAHOBE U KYJITOBO
ThKaHE Ha Jpexa 3a cTaTysTa Ha 00XKECTBOTO.

3akiroyeHueTo 00o0maBa H3BOAMTE Ha aBTOpa B MOHOrpadusita u
peBHU3Mpa HAcllarBaHaTa ¢ JECETWJICTHs UAES 3a MPOTUBOIIOCTABSIHETO €IUHU —
BapBapH, IOJKMC — €THOC, NoJucu — wuMmiepuu. lIpuHOCEH € W3BOABT Ha
[Toprancku, 4de ,,01ENIBAHETO W PA3BUTHETO HAa (PEHOMEHA EJMHCKHU IOJIHC €
BB3MOXKHO caMO B cpefnata Ha bankaHo-aHaronuiickata oOLIHOCT, B KOSITO
pas3yMKaTa MEXIy IOJHCHOTO M E€THOCHOTO JKMBEEHE € J0CTa I0-pa3MuTa,
OTKOJIKOTO ce cMmsTame aocera™. M Tyk He JUIICBaT NPENpaTKd KbM I0-HOBU H

CbBPCMCHHHU CITIOXMU.



B nenus tpya muum MHOTO J100paTta HHPOPMUPAHOCT HA aBTOpPA B HAYYHU
00JIaCTH M3BBbH HCTOPHUSATA M apXeoJIOTHsTa — B MKOHOMHKATa, CTOIMAHCKaTa
ucropus, neMorpadusaTa W KIuMaronorusaTa. llpemparkure My KBM
CpelHOBEKOBHUETO U MOJIEPHUTE BPEMEHA Ca MHOTO CHOJYWIMBU U YMECTHH. 3a
ChXaJeHUE €, Y€ NPU TaKbB ONUT B TEPEHHHU H3CJICABAHUS HA MHOXKECTBO
KyaToBH 00ekTH B Tpakus u B AHaronus, Iloprancku He mpuBexaa U He
aHanu3upa M JApyru npuMepu oT obmiHoctTta. Ho, KakTo caMm mpu3HaBa, Te
BEPOSITHO III€ OCTAHAT 3a JIpyra My IuKaIusi.

KangunmareT 3a akajgeMuyHata JJIBXKHOCT ,,JIOUEHT® AJIEKCaHIbP
[Toprancku mMa HeoOxoaumusi Opod TMyOJMKAlUM IO TeMara Ha OOSBEHHUS
KOHKYPC — B U3JIaHUs, OTPA3E€HU B MEKyHApPOIHUTE Oa3a TaHHU, B pedepupanu
u Hepedepupanu u3gaHus. Te ca B HAKOJIKO MPOOJIEMHH Kpbhra — B HAKOHW OT
NpeACTaBEeHUTE B MOHOTpadusTa: colMagHa, MKOHOMHUYECKa W CTOMaHCKa
ucTopus Ha oOmiecTBata B 3amagHa Mana Aszus. Ceiio Taka — Mo mpoOsiaemu,
CBBp3aHu ¢ ucropusTa Ha Jlunus, Ha paiiona oxoisio [IponuBure (XenecnoHra,
CanMuzecoc), Ha CKaJIHO-U3CEUYEHU CBETUIMINA B Tpakusi, KaKTO U CTaTUU B
ChAaBTOPCTBO BbPXY MO-PAHHUS KYJIT MPU JIBA MaHACTHpPA B JHEIIHA Typius; 1Be
CTaTUHU B ChaBTOPCTBO 3a OTTJICKIAHETO Ha JIO3s U 3a APEBHUTE BUHA B Tpakus u
€Ha CaMOCTOSITeNIHa MO chliata Tema. [lyOnukanuure My BBPXY KOHKPETHU
00eKTH OOWMKHOBEHO Ca IIOCBETEHM Ha MAaJIKO HM3BECTHH MAMETHUIM WIH
npejJiarat u3Isuio HOB Morjes KbM TsxHaTa untepnperanus. C ocodeH npuHoC
ca CTaTUUTE MYy 3a €JIMHCKOTO NMPOHUKBaHe B [1oHTAa, 3a eNMHCKaTa KOJIOHU3ALUS
v Jlugus, kakTo M Ta3u nocBereHa Ha Jluonucuii Buzantuiicku. He mo-manko
BAKHM ca 0000IIeHUATA MY 3a TepeHHUTE npoyuBaHus B Typuus u ['bpiiusi.

HayynuTe mpuHOCHM ca KOPEKTHO OTpPa3€HU B MpEJCTaBeHaTa CIpaBKa.
KangugathT € M3OBAHWI MUHUMAIHUTE HAIIMOHAJIHM U3UCKBAHUS U
nonbaHUTeNHUTE u3uckBanuga Ha FO3Y | Heodur Puncku® 3a niamxHOCTTA

,JOIIEHT*. AyJWTOpHATa IMPENoJaBaTeICka HAaTOBAPEHOCT Ha AJIEKCaHIbP



Ilopranckn HanXBBpJIA MUHMMAJIHUTE W3UCKBaHUA. Uell € M 4eTe KypcoBe IO
CTapa HCTOpPHsI, TPAKOJIOTUs, UCTOPUS Ha JIPEBHUs M3TOK, KyJTypa Ha APEBHA
I'spums, Kynrypa Ha npesHa lOronsrouna EBpormna, Tpakniicko M3BOPO3HAHUE U
ap. A. Iloprancku, B CbTpYTHUYECTBO C KOJIETUTE CH € OPTaHU3UPaJl MHOKECTBO
I'bTYBAIY CEMUHAPH 3a CTyAeHTUTE B bbarapus u B Typuus.

MoHorpadusita 1 ocTaHaiuTe MyOJUMKALMM Ca [0 HANPAaBICHUETO Ha
KOHKYypca. B TsX HsIMa yCTaHOBEHO IUIaruaTcTBo.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha BCHMYKO Ka3aHO O TyK M Tbil KaTo JA-p AJIEKCAaHIBP
[Toprancku € eTMHCTBEHUAT KaHAUIAT B 00SBEHUS KOHKYPC, C II'bJIHA yOeIeHOCT
opeajaraM Ha YBa)kaeMOTO JKypH Ja Ipernopbya HA3HAYaBaHETO My Ha

aKaJeMHUJHaTa JUIHKHOCT ,,JOIICHT .

noi. 1-p Maiist Bacuiiesa
Codus,
14 HoemBpu 2025 r.



REVIEW
of the works submitted for participation in a competition for the academic
position DOCENT, opened by “Neofit Rilsky” South-Western University,
announced in State Gazette, issue 63/01.08.2025

Reviewer: Associate Professor Maya Vassileva, Ph.D., Department of
“Mediterranean and Eastern Studies”, NBU, Sofia
Candidate: Assistant Professor, Alexander Portalsky, Ph.D., Department

99 ¢

of “History”, “Neofit Rilsky” South-Western University, Blagoevgrad

Dr. Alexander Portalsky is well known in ancient history academia: to the
Bulgarian colleagues as well as to many foreign scholars. He is among the very
few Bulgarian historians who work on ancient Anatolia and has often presented
his research at international forums.

All works submitted by him — articles, papers and the published habilitation
monograph comply with the subject of the competition, deal with serious topics
and are appropriate for reviewing. I shall start with the monograph as it represents
the author’s major contributions.

In his habilitation work “Balkan-Anatolian Community in Antiquity”,
ProVias Publishing House, Sofia 2025, ISBN 978-619-92562-7-5, Portalsky
brings at a new higher level his previous research. Although he shyly denies the
definition “synthesis”, I believe he is doing exactly this by his new book. He
synthesizes and upgrades the present achievements in Ancient History in general,
and in Ancient History of Eastern Mediterranean in particular. The entire work
impresses with a big erudition and skillful argumentation of the proposed theses.

As early as the introduction, where the author explains the motivation,
methodology and the stages of his research, he reviews the theoretical literature

on cultural history and the statements he will further argue against or upgrade.



The First Chapter “In Search of the Community” defines and defends the
term introduced by the author, namely “Balkan-Anatolian community”. He makes
a profound analysis of the terms so far used in Bulgarian historiography. I have
never read a better understanding of Mycenaean Thrace and Orphic Thrace, and
a better argumentation in favour of their use since the works of their author —
Alexander Fol. Scholars of the next generations usually criticize sharply these
terms, or simply ignore them because of incomprehension and need for a greater
intellectual effort.

Portalsky chooses the word “community” only, without any further
semantic loads. However, it bears historical meaning as it can be followed in a
certain period: from the late 3 or early 4™ millennium BC to early Christianity.
Its geographical meaning is also defined: the Balkans and Anatolia. The essence,
the substance that fills in this notion is exemplified by economy, faith and cult
places.

In a concise form, Portalsky here introduces his ideas, which will be fully
developed in Chapter Three: about economy and co-existence of different
state/power formations in this community. Following Alexander Fol’s tradition
about the philosophical reassessment of the historical process, A. Portalsky adopts
Karl Jaspers’ idea about the Axial Age, in which the greatest achievements of the
Balkan-Anatolian community occurred, and whose results are still visible today
(i.e. 800 — 200 BC).

At the end of this chapter, the author argues in favor of the spiral
reconstruction method, which allows him to draw parallels within the area of the
community, nonetheless referring to later periods, for which the evidence is more
abundant. In addition, he fully takes advantage of this method in the next chapters,
especially when discussing community natural environment, demographic
processes and trade routes.

The Second Chapter explores the natural environment of the Balkan-

Anatolian community. After the review of the ancient notions about climate and



climatic zones, Portalsky considers more recent studies, only to conclude that the
Balkan-Anatolian community had a quite favorable climate for agriculture and
stockbreeding. Data on demographic structure and changes demonstrates likewise
advantageous conditions for the community: there was no catastrophic
fluctuations, which it could not overcome. Author’s acquaintance with modern
literature on topics beyond history and archaeology is remarkable.

The third chapter of the monography, “The Economic Base of the Balkan-
Anatolian Community*, is the center of the study and, according to me, offers the
author’s best contributions in ancient history research in general. He joins modern
discussion on the features and peculiarities of Greek polis. One can follow the
differences in the political forms in Greece itself, traditionally associated with
Aristoteles’ distinction polis/ethne. However, the variety of nuances seem to have
been greater. Portalsky states that the oikos was the basic element in the
community’s economy, which would fit well both into the polis system and in the
ethnic state. It was just the exhaustion of the oikos’ capacity that provoked citizens
to leave, and thus the polis entered ethnic environment, which was the essence of
colonization.

One should acknowledge the author’s contribution in discussing early
coinage, which also appeared in the Balkan-Anatolian community. Electron coins
turned out to be produced of purposely-created alloy, while gold and silver items
supposed royal/power control of the weight and purity of the metal. Initially silver
coins were preferred. The emergence of coinage significantly accelerated the
historical process in the Balkan-Anatolian community. The market of free
producers and traders was created in the polis world.

The Fourth chapter, “The Alphabetic Script — Another Phenomenon of the
Balkan-Anatolian community”, deals with another innovation that happened
amidst the community: the appearance of the alphabets, and not only of the Greek
one at that. One can say that the 15 millennium BC was the time of the alphabet

scripts, which also accelerated and democratized the process. All of them



stemmed from the Proto-Sinaitic one, and the Phrygian alphabet now seems to
have been synchronous with the Greek. Colonization led to the creation of a
trader’s koiné, which imposed the Greek as the language of trade and later on —
of diplomacy, science, etc.

The Fifth Chapter, “Faith in the Balkan-Anatolian Community”, is the
second most important part of the book. The beginning of this text analyzes the
concepts of faith in the community. The literate Hellenes, “the other”, described
the faith observed in Thrace. However, in contrast to the Greek ideas about the
beliefs of other peoples, which were described by mainly literary constructs, the
Thracians turned into ‘“the near other”. Portalsky outlines socio-political
typological parallels between the Greek polis and the numerous Thracian states.
The Thracians “reproduced one and the same type of socio-cultural life”, which
A. Fol would have probably termed “paideia”. Here the well-grounded reference
to Thracian Orphism follows, which could be traced down in Greek literary texts
exactly because of this parallelism, that has streamed down since Mycenaean
Thrace and which reasoned the power claim. The statement that “the Thracians
was a “terminus technicus”, which described the various ethnoses among which
the Greeks lived to form together the Balkan-Anatolian community” is
Portalsky’s original idea, which some might not accept. “The people’s level of
faith” was the binding of the community according to the author.

The second part of this chapter is devoted to the cult places, as A. Portalsky
upgrades the already established idea about the fopoi of faith. These fopoi of faith
were the places of theophany (divine appearance) and they were made sacred not
only by the ritual but by the environment and the natural forms. These were
similar in the Balkan-Anatolian community and thus, defined the similarities in
faith. The author successfully uses Michel Foucault’s term “heterotopy”: “the
real places where society’s utopias were played” by the respective rites. By the 9"

-8 century BC the polis thinking has started to associate the sacred cult places



with architecture. I would say even later; only isolated examples occurred at that
time.

The theoretical argumentation of the appearance of big tumuli covering
tombs in the area in a certain period is due to the discussion, which Portalsky
presents on the aristocratic ethos since Mycenaean Greece, which can be observed
in Thrace and Anatolia in later times as well. Otherwise, burial mounds over
graves have been piled up since the Bronze Age (not a small digression of the
author). The economic arguments explaining the affordability of such a big
constructions are put forward by A. Portalsky. According to him the cult places
rarely changed and his historical references reached as far as the Medieval Ages.

Many contributions can be find in the last part of Chapter Five. It discusses
several examples, the so-called case studies. The island of Crete is full of cave
and mountain sanctuaries. Portalsky has chosen two less known cave sanctuaries:
Melidoni, a pre-palace sanctuary, and Ideon Andron, near a settlement/villa which
functioned between 1600 and 1400 BC. These early sanctuaries offer the
opportunity for comparisons with similar sites in Thrace, especially high
mountain sites, in the Pirin Mountain for example, where nobody suspected the
existence of such sites several decades ago. Other examples of Cretan peak
sanctuaries are cited as well, as the author concludes that “Crete gave the
beginnings of many cultural realia in the Balkan-Anatolian community”. Cave
and mountain/rock-cut sanctuaries merged in the course of time, while the caves
became oracular places.

The third example is furnished by the caves at Heraclea Pontica, where the
ancient authors placed the entrance to the Nether world. Author’s contribution is
the comparison and association of their description with the text of Quintus
Smirnaeus, a writer of the late 4™ century AD, who seems to have visited “the
entrance” to the world of the dead and his account bear evidence to the function

of the sanctuary until later times. A. Portalsky’s hypothesis that the great number



of loom weights discovered in cave sanctuaries attest to real looms and cultic
weaving of clothing for the divinity is also a contribution.

The conclusion summarizes the author’s concepts presented in the
monograph and revises the decade-old idea of the opposition Hellenes —
barbarians, polis — ethnos, poleis — empires. The conclusion that “the survival and
the development of the phenomenon of Greek polis was possible only in the
milieu of the Balkan-Anatolian community where the difference between life in
the polis and life in the ethnos was much more attenuated than previously thought™
1s also a significant contribution of Portalsky’s. References to later and modern
times have here been made as well.

The author’s knowledge about scientific fields beyond history and
archaeology is evident in the entire work: in economics, history of economy,
demography and climatology. His references to Medieval Ages and modern times
are very appropriate. It is a pity that Portalsky did not consider and analyze more
examples of cult sites as he has a great experience in surveys of such places both
in Thrace and in Anatolia. However, as he himself admitted, these would be the
subject of a future publication.

Dr. Alexander Portalsky, the candidate for the academic position “docent”
has published a sufficient number of works on the topic of the announced
competition. These are publications referenced in the international database, as
well as in non-referenced editions. They cover several subject fields, some of
them discussed in the book, like social and economic history of the societies in
the Western Asia Minor, but also works on the history of Lydia, of the area around
the Straits (the Hellespontus, Salmidessos), the rock-cut sanctuaries in Thrace, as
well as a couple of co-written articles on the earlier cult at two monasteries in the
present day Turkey; two co-authored articles regarding the growing of vines and
the ancient wines in Thrace. His articles devoted to specific places and
monuments usually discuss little known and understudied sites, or offer a fresh

insight into their interpretation. Portalsky’s publications on the Greek emergence



in the Pontus, the Greek colonization and Lydia, as well the one on Dionysios of
Byzantium are of special interest and bear a significant contribution. No less
important are his summaries of the field surveys in Turkey and Greece.

His scholarly contributions are correctly listed in the submitted document.
The candidate has fulfilled the national minimal requirements for the position of
“docent” as well as those supplemented by the “Neofit Rilsky” South-Western
University. Alexander Portalsky’s teaching horarium exceeds the minimal
requirements. He had and still has courses in Ancient History, Thracology,
History of the Ancient Near East, Culture of Ancient Greece, Culture of Ancient
South Eastern Europe, etc. A. Portalsky, together with his colleagues, organized
a number of travelling seminars for the students in Bulgaria and in Turkey.

The monograph and the rest of the publications are in the field of the
announced competition. No plagiarism has been discovered.

On the grounds of the above said, and as Dr. Alexander Portalsky is the
only candidate, it is my firm conviction that the esteemed Jury should recommend

him for the academic position “docent”.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Maya Vassileva
Sofia,
November 14, 2025



